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The  Saunterer,-2 


"Some,"  says  Henry  Thoreau  in  his  essay  on  Walking, 
T'would  derive  the  word  from  sans  terre ,  without  land  or 
a  home,  which,  therefore,  in  the  good  sense,  will  mean, 
having  no  particular  home,  but  equally  at  home  every- 
where. For  this  is  the  secret  of  successful  sauntering. 
He  who  sits  still  in  a  house  all  the  time  may  be  great- 
est vagrant  of  all;  but  the  saunterer,  in  the  good  sense, 
is  no  more  vagrant  than  the  meandering  river,  which  is 
all  the  while  sedulously  seeking  the  shortest  course  to 
the  sea.  But  I  prefer  the  first  (see  VOL.  1,  No.  1)... 
For  every  walk  is  a  sort  of  crusade,  preached  by  some 
Peter  the  Hermit  in  us,  to  go  forth  and  conquer  the 
Holy  Land  from  the  hands  of  the  Infidels." 


OPENING  DAY 


The  story  is  that  outdoors,  December  10,  1966,  was 
a  dull,  foggy  day.   Inside  the  Lyceum,  however,  it  was 
a  delightful,  very  busy  and  colorful  world.  Between 
200  and  300  people  streamed  through  our  little  building, 
never  a  mob,  but  constant  moving  clusters  of  visitors. 

In  the  display  area,  where  will  be  the  glass 
shelves  and  doors,  was  an  exhibit  case  loaned  to  us  by 
the  Concord  Antiquarian  Society.   In  it  were  Thoreau - 
-viana  on  loan  from  the  Antiquarian  Society,  and  from 
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from  overseas,  a  round  table  for  the  library,  a  high- 
backed  rocker,  a  typewriter  table  and  numerous  small 
very  useful  items. 

Roland  Robbins  has  donated  a  full-size  movie 
screen.   The  Rathbuns  gave  us  a  wonderful,  almost  new, 
slide  projector,  with  a  great  many  cartridges.   Miss 
Raymona  Hill,  of  Pennsylvania,  is  sending  us  copies  of 
her  color  slides  of  the  Texas  House  and  many  Concord 
scenes.  The  Coffin  family  of  Concord  has  donated  a 
memorial  to  a  friend  in  the  form  of  the  two  volumes  of 
the  recently  published  color  photograph  reproductions 
of  Audubon Ts  BIRDS  OF  AMERICA,  plus  a  painting  yet  to 
be  selected.   Leonard  Kleinfeld  has  donated  a  great 
many  items  to  sell  in  the  book  shop,  including  new  and 
old  books  and  some  large  albums  with  Henry  D.  Thoreau 
engraved  on  the  front  cover  in  gold  letters.   Malcolm 
Ferguson  has  put  many  old  books  for  sale  in  the  shop. 

CHRISTMAS  VACATION 

Many  cards  came  in  from  all  around  the  country 
with  interesting  greetings.  The  farthest  came  from 
Wade  Van  Dore  in  Florida;  the  most  apropos  was  a  card 
designed  by  Newt  Caldwell,  of  New  Jersey,  depicting 
Henry  skating  on  the  cove  at  Walden.  We  have  asked 
Newt  if  he  will  either  reproduce  the  card,  with  and 
without  the  holiday  greeting,  or  permit  us  to  reproduce 
it,  to  sell  as  a  .Thoreau  greeting  card  in  the  book  shop, 

Two  Canadian  Thoreauvians  came  down  for  several 
days  of  the  vacation  period:   Russell  Ready,  this 
year*s  President  of  the  Thoreau  Society,  and  Miss  Dora 
Kelsey  Woodhead.   Miss  Woodhead  brought  us  her  famous 
blue-eyed  Thoreau  painting,  life  size,  which  she  copied 
in  color  from  the  1856  B.  W.  Maxham  daguerrotype ,  which 
she  exhibited  for  the  first  time  at  the  Thoreau  Society 
meeting  in  Concord  for  the  1962  centennial  program. 
Miss  Woodhead  has  kindly  loaned  us  this  painting  until 
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kingdoms  of  my  fancy... Feb.  3.   Skating  through  snow. 
Skated  up  river  with  T.  (Tappan),  in  spite  of  the  snow 
and  wind... It  was  a  novel  experience,  this  skating 
through  snow,  sometimes  a  mile  without  a  bare  spot.   In 
many  places  a  crack  ran  across  our  course  where  the 
water  had  oozed  out,  and  the  driving  snow  catching  in 
it  formed  a  thick  batter  with  a  stiffer  crust  in  which 
we  were  ripped  up  and  measured  our  lengths  on  the  ice.., 
We  went  up  the  Pantry  Meadow... and  came  down  this  mea- 
dow again  with  the  wind  and  snow  dust ,  spreading  our 
coat-tails  like  birds  ,  though  somewhat  at  the  risk  of 
our  necks  if  we  had  struck  a  foul  place.   I  found  that 
I  could  sail  on  a  tack  pretty  well,  trimming  my  skirts.' 

Correction  on  Dr.  Walter  Harding 

In  the  November,  1966,  NEWSLETTER  we  had  some  of 
our  facts  distorted.   Walter  has  been  a  full  professor 
for  years;  what's  new  is  that  on  September  1,  1966,  he 
was  appointed  University  Professor,  a  new  rank  in  the 
larger  universities  which  is  above  full  professorship. 
He  is  the  first  one  of  the  13,000  faculty  members  of 
the  entire  State  University  of  New  York  to  receive  this 
honor.   It  is  similar  to  an  endowed  chair  in  a  private 
university,  and  permits  him  to  teach  as  much  or  as  .' 
little  as  he  wishes,  with  all  sorts  of  research  facili- 
ties for  writing.   We  are  so  proud  of  Thoreau's  Walter 
Harding.   Imagine  this  happening  to  one  of  the  nation's 
top,  if  not  THE  top,  Thoreauvian!  He  sets  us  a  star  to 
look  up  to,  as  did  Henry. 

Birds  Out  Back 

Snow  was  already  on  the  ground  before  we  had  time 
to  put  up  any  kind  of  feeder.   But  we  made  it  in  time 
to  get  our  name  on  the  annual  nation-wide  Christmas 
census  list,  even  though  we  could  boast  for  that  day 
only  two  Juncos,  two  Blue jays,  one  Chickadee,  two  House 
Sparrows  and  several  Starlings. 
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One  of  the  lectures  of  the  immediate  future  will 
be  on  Iceland,  by  Eric  Parkman  Smith.   This  will  be  a 
3-D  adventure,  with  Eric  passing  out  special  eyeglasses 
to  the  audience. 

COURSES 

Due  to  the  recent  long  seige  of  carpentry  work  we 
are  getting  a  late  start  in  the  year  for  class  work, 
but  we  are  making  several  courses  available  and  pro- 
spective students  are  already  signing  up  as  we  go  to 
press. 

We  are  offering  a  Monday  noontime  Writer fs  Work- 
shop, to  be  given  by  Miss  Dorothy  Hewitt  of  the  Adult 
Education  Institute  of  New  England.  Jason  Korell  - 
offers  Journalism,  Thursday  evenings.  Natural  History 
Literature,  Field  Natural  History,  and  Nature  Writing 
will  be  available  at  10:00  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  Wednesdays 
and  Thursdays,  given  by  Mary  Sherwood.   Field  classes 
for  children  will  be  led  by  Mrs.  Marjorie  Roderick, 
beginning  at  9:00  Saturday  mornings. 

SUNDAY  EVENING  OPEN  HOUSE 

There  will  be  Open  House  every  Sunday  evening, 
for  readings  from  Thoreau  and  the  other  Concord  authors 
and  from  your  favorite  poetry.   This  is  an  informal 
gathering;  come  early  or  late,  between  7:30  and  9:00. 

Clippings 

We  can  use  all  you  send  us.   Walter  Harding  says 
he  is  sending  us  a  bushel  of  them.   When  you  cut  out 
new  ones  write  on  them  the  name  of  the  paper,  town, 
state  and  date.  Especially  the  DATE. 
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BOOK  SHOP 

Thoreau,  H.  D.   Norton  Editions.   $5.50 

CAPE  COD,  Illus.  by  H.  B,  Kane   1951 

WALDEN      "     M  "   "    M     1951 

THE  MAINE  WOODS   "  ,!   "    "     1950 
Harding,  Walter 

THE  DAYS  OF  HENRY  THOREAU   $7.95   1966 

A  THOREAU  HANDBOOK  $4.50   1959 
Derleth,  August 

CONCORD  REBEL.  A  Life  of  Henry  D.  Thoreau.  '62 
Bode,  Carl.  Ed.  THE  PORTABLE  THOREAU.  1965  $3.37 
Brewer,  Wilmon.  STILL  MORE  ADVENTURES  1966   $3.00 

Also  other  volumes  of  Dr.  Brewer fs  available 
Thomas,  Wm.  S.   FIELD  BOOK  OF  COMMON  MUSHROOMS 

1948   $5.00 
Peterson,  Robert  Tory.   A  FIELD  GUIDE  TO  THE  BIRDS 

1947.   $4.95 
Peterson,  R.  T.  HOW  TO  KNOW  THE  BIRDS  1957  $3.50 
Stekkek,  Edwin  WILDFLOWERS  AND  HOW  TO  GROW  THEM. 

1966  edition   $4.50 
Taylor  and  Hamblin  HANDBOOK  OF  WILDFLOWER 

CULTIVATION   1963   $6.95 
Kane,  Henry  B.   THE  TALE  OF  A  POND  1960  $3.39 
THE  TALE  OF  A  WOOD  1962   $3.39 
THE  TALE  OF  A  MEADOW      $3.39 
Allen,  Arthur  A.   A  BOOK  OF  BIRD  LIFE  1961  $9.75 
Marcher,  Marion  W.   MONARCH  BUTTERFLY  1960 

Juvenile  $2.75 
Palmer,  E.  L.   FIELDBOOK  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY 

An  encyclopedia;  eastern  U.S.   $11.95  1949 
Rogers,  Julia  THE  SHELL  BOOK  1951  $8.50 
Women's  Parish  Assoc.   THE  MEETINGHOUSE  COOKBOOK 

Concord,  Mass,   $2.50  1966  rev.  ed. 
Fenn,  Mary  R.   TALES  OF  OLD  CONCORD  $2.00 
CONCORD  TOWN  Back  copies,  with  many  Concord  stories 

20£  each,  set  of  7  for  $1.00 
CONCORD  TOWN,  Vol.  2,  n.l.   Feature's  Hawthorne's 

Wayside.   50$  includes  postage. 
CONCORD  BIRDS  AND  BIRDING,  by  Rosita  Corey   25* 
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Book  Shop  (Continued) 

Partridgeberry  Bowls,  and  Terraria  $3.00  to  $10.00; 
the  containers  are  crystal,  including  brandy 
snifters.  We  prefer  not  to  ship  these. 


Postage  and  Handling:  Add  25C  for  each  single  book, 
add  10$  for  each  additional  book.  Add  10£  for  each 
package  of  stationery,  5C  for  one  to  6  cards,  10C 
for  every  12  cards.  We  pay  postage  on  art  works. 


MAY  FESTIVAL 


Nassau  Community  College,  Garden  City,  N.Y.,  is 
planning  a  Henry  David  Thoreau  Festival  for  May  12 ,  13 
and  14.  Several  Thoreau  Lyceum  Honorary  Trustees  and 
members  are  being  invited  to  give  talks  on  Thoreau. 
Plans  are  underway  to  take  many  items  from  the  Thoreau 
Lyceum  to  the  Festival  so  that  visitors  may  see  actual 
objects  from  the  new,  alive,  Thoreau  Center. 

We  will  have  more  details  for  you  on  this  in  the 
next  NEWSLETTER.   Mark  these  dates  on  your  calendar. 


We  hope  your  color  sense  is  more  pleased  than 
otherwise  by  the  variation  in  color  paper  in  this 
issue.  We  didn't  plan  it  this  way;  just  ran  out  of 
this  special  non-see-through-paper  of  any  one  color 


